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Please Also See 

State of Minnesota Postsecondary Enrollment Options (PSEO) Information: 
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/schfin/pseo/ (Online). 

State of Minnesota Graduation Requirements: 
https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/hrd/pubs/ss/sshsgrad.pdf (Online). 

Heartland Christian Academy Statement of Faith: 
https://www.heartlandbemidji.org/the-heartland-difference (Online), scroll down. 

Heartland Christian Academy Enrollment Application: 
email: office@heartlandbemidji.org. 
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The Heart of Heartland Christian Academy 

 

Heartland Christian Academy Mission Statement 

Heartland Christian Academy exists to provide a Christ-centered environment where our 
students receive a quality education based on Biblical truth that will equip them to lead a life of 
service to their Savior, homes, churches, vocations and communities. 

Heartland Christian Academy Motto 

“Bearing Fruit that Remains” Heartland Christian Academy’s motto is based on John 15:1-11. 
Heartland seeks to train up children so they bear fruit by developing Christian character. This 
fruit, which is produced by remaining in Jesus, will not be fleeting, but will be that which 
remains throughout eternity “Bearing Fruit that Remains” Heartland Christian Academy’s motto 
is based on John 15:1-11. Heartland seeks to train up children so they bear fruit by developing 
Christian character. This fruit, which is produced by remaining in Jesus, will not be fleeting, but 
will be that which remains throughout eternity. 

Distinctive Discipleship at Heartland Christian Academy 

• Christian Discipleship: The development of the life of Christ within your child. 

• Spiritual Formation: Age-appropriate spiritual disciplines. 

• Doctrinal Uniformity: As all teachers, substitutes, and staff fully adhere to our Statement 
of Faith, they all adhere to the central doctrines of the Evangelical faith. 

• Teacher Care: Teachers are selected for and encouraged to show intentional spiritual 
care for their students. 

• Accessible Teachers: Small class sizes allow teachers to take the time to learn the needs 
of their students. 

• Character Formation: Growth in godly wisdom and Christian character permeates 
Heartland’s mission, vision, and curriculum. It is a high value to us. 

• Convenient Schedule and Location: As a practicality, Heartland’s location and schedule 
enhances our educational delivery systems. 

• Academic Excellence: In everything that we teach, excellence in student outcomes 
remains our highest goal.  



 

 4 

 

Providing Fully In-Person Classes for 9th Grade in the Fall of 2022 

 

Building on its 42-year legacy of academic excellence, Heartland Christian Academy (HCA) is 
enhancing its educational profile to provide the best possible face-to-face Christian high school 
education to its students. Heartland is committed to: 

• Biblically based curriculum 
• Covenant philosophy of Christian education and 
• In-person classes. 

A biblically based curriculum describes the content of our Christian education. The Bible shapes 
the curriculum through which are taught classes in language, science, mathematics, and the 
arts. In our day and age when the theory of evolution, CRT (Critical Race Theory), gender 
dysphoria, and alternate lifestyles are inserted at every level into curricula, we at Heartland are 
striving to provide an education that is not wrapped in these atheistic worldviews. 

A Covenant philosophy of education denotes the atmosphere of our Christian education. In the 
Covenant model of education, administration, staff, and parents all sign the Heartland 
Statement of Faith (Please see attached Enrollment Application). The Covenant model ensures 
an educational community committed to key doctrines. Parents can be assured that the 
administration places a high value on the conversion of its staff and on their involvement in a 
local church. For admittance into Heartland Christian High School, students must also affirm a 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ. A Covenant community fosters a community of faith 
where the fruit of the Spirit are encouraged, and lifelong friendships can blossom. 

A high value to Heartland’s High School is a strong commitment to fully in-person classes. While 
online education has its place, in-person classes provide: 

• Personal accountability 
• Regular time-pacing, and 
• Peer involvement in education. 

Face-to-face classes allow students to see their teachers, ask questions if they do not 
understand, and clearly hear the answers of their teachers. In-person classes allow teachers to 
gauge receptivity, monitor engagement, and adapt on the fly to enhance the student learning 
experience. For these reasons Heartland is reaffirming its commitment to in-person education.  
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Transitioning from Oak Hills to Heartland’s NW Campus 

 

The decision to relocate from the Valley View building on the campus of Oak Hills Christian 
College was difficult. It was driven by a commitment to in-person classes and a sustainable 
business model. There are a number of factors that entered into the decision to relocate: 

• Maintaining geographic parity with Heartland’s thriving K-8 program 
• Utilizing the training and interests of specialized teachers 
• Gradually developing necessary classroom space. 

While the Oak Hills location has many amenities and space, its 15-mile separation from the 
elementary and middle schools create complexities in transportation and administration. 
Parents with children in both schools have a 25-minute drive to go from one school to the 
other. Meanwhile, the distance necessitates a need for duplication of many administrative 
functions: academic record keeping, enrollment functions, and printing and photocopying, to 
name several. 

It is difficult, if not impossible, for teachers to efficiently transfer from the HCA location to the 
Oak Hills location, without adding at least one hour of transition time into their daily schedule. 

With the two schools located on the same campus, specialized teachers can quickly move from 
teaching 6th, 7th, and 8th grade subjects (such as math and science) to teaching 9th grade math 
and science. Teachers specializing in history or English can easily move from 6th, 7th, and 8th 
grade history and English to teaching the same subjects in person to the 9th grade class. 

A combined campus is a Win-Win for the teachers, a Win-Win for the students, and a 
Win-Win for the budget of the school. 

With all the benefits of one location, there is there are administrative benefits. First, as the 
Lead Class advances, teachers with specific competencies can be hired to meet academic 
needs. Second, additional classroom space will also be needed at the NW campus of HCA. If 
projections are correct, it is estimated that in its second year (2023-2024) the high school will 
require additional space to meet. Heartland administration is already assessing its current 
location and its needs to recommend to the board building enhancements for the summers of 
2022 and 2023. The 2025-2026 academic year will become the capstone of four years of 
excellence in Christian high school education at Heartland Christian Academy.  
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Introducing the 9th Grade Curriculum 

 

Curriculum is key to primary and secondary education. Buildings, classrooms, and laboratories 
and important. Teachers are vital. However, curriculum is the engine of education. 

Heartland has chosen to use the Christian school curriculum provided by Bob Jones University 
Press. BJU Press provides an academically credible and biblically sound curriculum. BJU Press 
began developing science curricula in the 1970s. Its first Physical Science book was published in 
1974. 

BJU Press provides an aged and robust Christian high school curriculum. We are excited to use 
their 9th Grade Curriculum for our 2022-2023 academic year. The Heartland Christian Academy 
High School class of 2025 will be studying: 

• Bible 9, 1 credit hour 
• English Language 9, 1 credit hour 
• Latin 1, 1 credit hour 
• Cultural Geography, 1 credit hour 
• Algebra 1 or Geometry, 1 credit hour 
• Physical Science, 1 credit hour 
• Art and Music, 1 credit hour. 

The following teachers have already committed to 
teach these courses next year: 

• Bible 9, Dr. Johnston 
• English Language 9, Weston Gunther 
• Latin 1, Dr. Johnston 
• Cultural Geography, tbd. 
• Algebra 1 or Geometry, Kerin Hanson 
• Physical Science, Kerin Hanson 
• Art and Music, Don Patton. 

Next year looks to be an exciting year of face-to-face education for next year’s 9th grade class!  
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A Typical Day at Heartland Christian High School 

 

The following examines how a typical day may look for a Heartland 9th grader: 

8:00 - 8:10 am Attendance 
8:10 - 8:25 am Assembly (to be led once-a-week by 9th graders) 
8:30 - 9:20 am Bible (Johnston) 
9:23 - 10:13 am Physical Science (Hanson) 
10:15 - 11:05 am Cultural Geography (tbd.) 
11:08 - 11:58 am ELA (Gunther) 
12:00 - 12:20 pm Lunch 
12:25 - 1:15 pm Algebra 1/Geometry (Hanson) 
1:18 - 2:08 pm Latin (Johnston) 
2:10 - 2:55 pm Elective/Art&Music/BHS. 

Transportation will be set up with District Transportation for those needing to travel the 
Bemidji High School for a sport or other extra-curricular activity. 

Graduation Requirements 

The graduation requirements of Heartland Christian High School correspond to the 23.5 hours. 
This includes the 21.5 hours as required by the State of Minnesota (Please see attached 
handout) and 2 years of a foreign language. All enrolled students are also required to take a 
Bible class, which would normally comprise of 4 hours of electives. 

Language Arts 4 credit hours 
Foreign Language 2 credit hours 
Mathematics 3 credit hours 
Science 3 credit hours 
Social Studies 3.5 credit hours 
Arts 1 credit hour 
Elective 7 credit hours 
Total 23.5 credit hours. 
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Meet our 9th Grade Teachers 

 

Seth Van Dyke: After working five years with Clifty Group as a project 
coordinator and project manager, Seth became our Director of Operations 
in January 2022. Prior to this he was Treasurer of Heartland’s Board for four 
years. Seth and his wife Becca have a long heritage in Christian education 
and have been blessed to have four children attending Heartland. 
 

Tom Johnston comes to Heartland with 30 years of teaching experience. He 
earned a Ph.D. at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary (Louisville, KY), 
a M.Div. from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, and a B.A. in Bible from 
Wheaton College (Wheaton, IL). His areas of teaching include Bible, 
languages, and history. 
 

 

Weston Gunther has been teaching at Heartland since the fall of 2021. His 
area of expertise is English and Language Arts. He comes from Jamestown, 
North Dakota, and received a B.S. in Secondary English Education, with a 
Minor in History at the University of Jamestown (Jamestown, ND). 

 

Kerin Hanson has been teaching science at Heartland since January of 2022. 
She comes to us from Delta Dental of Minnesota. Kerin has a M.A. in 
Education with an emphasis in Biology. She is currently working on her 
Doctor of Education. 

 

Don Patton has been teaching art and substitute teaching since 1973. He 
has a B.A. in Art from Buena Vista College (Stone Lake, IA) and a B.S. in 
Education from St. Cloud State. In addition, Don led praise and worship for 
25 years. 
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Other Opportunities 

 

Academic development is not the only kind of growth in the life of a high schooler. There is 
development in musical interests, competitive athletics, steps toward career goals, and 
relational development. All of these are vital to the healthy maturation of a high schooler. 

Extra-curriculars 

Heartland Christian High School works closely with District 31 to ensure that its students can 
fully participate in all extra-curricular activities at Bemidji High School. Heartland has a 
cooperative agreement with Jason Stanoch, Principal of Bemidji High School, that all of our 
students are eligible to participate in extra-curricular activities, if they enroll in one class per 
year at Bemidji High School. 

PSEO Classes 

Postsecondary Enrollment Option (PSEO) Classes are an effective way that high school students 
can earn college credit while still being in high school. PSEO credits are available to students in 
grades 10-12. For further information, please see the attached explanation from the State of 
Minnesota Department of Education website (pages 7-8). 

Class Trips 

In order to facilitate a well-rounded educational experience, Heartland Christian High School is 
committed to hosting annual class trips for ministry and education. These will include: 

• Working with ministries 
• Attending conferences 
• Visiting educational sites, such as the Creation Museum and/or the Ark Museum. 

 


